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1 Introduction

1 Introduction

Welcome to the documentation of Textastic, the powerful and fast code editor for iPad and iPhone.

Textastic supports syntax highlighting of over 80 programming and markup languages, remote connections (including
(S)FTP, Dropbox, WebDAV, and SSH), search and replace (supporting regular expressions), web preview (including
Markdown preview and a JavaScript console) and many more features to make coding on iOS easy and comfortable.
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2 Managing Files

2 Managing Files

2.1 Local Files, iCloud, External Folders

Textastic offers two default locations where you can store files: Local Files and iCloud. You can also add external folders
using the Add External Folder... command (iPhone and iPad) or by drag-and-drop (iPad only).

All these locations can be used to download and upload files in the Remote File Transfer Screen.

Edit

Textastic

~~) Local Files

¢ iCloud

External Files and Folders

/1 Open...
—  Create External File...
(9 Add External Folder...

2 Repositories
W Working Copy

&= debianvm?2
| |
a Secure ShellFish

El Documents
External: iCloud Drive/TextEdit

s 8 0 &
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2 Managing Files

2.1.1 Local Files

Files saved here are stored locally on your device. They are not automatically synced to any cloud service.

Local files can also be accessed from the Files app under On My iPadorOn My iPhone,in the Textastic folder.

Note Regular backups are recommended for important files stored in Local Files. Deleted local files may not be recov-
erable.

2.1.2 iCloud

Files saved here are stored in Textastic’s iCloud Drive container. Changes you make in this folder are automatically
synced to your other i0S, iPadOS, macOS, and Windows devices that are logged in to the same iCloud account.

You can find this folder in the Files app on iOS and iPadOS, in Finder on macOS, and in Explorer on Windows:

Edit

Browse Q Search

Locations

D onwmyipad f 3
® iCloud Drive

Airmail
Working Copy 1item

Recently Deleted

Favorites

Tags J

O

O

Important Numbers
21 items

Privat

Wichtig

Green

Grau }Q

Grin PDF Viewer
8 items

Blue

Recents

iCloud Drive

/

TextEdit

6 items

writer|

iA Writer Classic

30 items

Pixelmator
7 items

Textastic
312 items

OpenTerm
1item

=

Calca
12 items

[
[ ] Browse

Select

Pages
41 items

%

Playgrounds

3 items

&

Preview
7 items
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2 Managing Files

__ iCloud Drive

B==oow = %

Favorites
:Ag Applications
o Downloads
E Recents
[@1 Pictures
@) AirDrop

] Numbers \ Textastic / Preview
| Desktop

=1 Entwicklung
@ Documents

Devices
Shared

Tags

Keynote TextEdit Automator

49 items, 118,82 GB available on iCloud

a ¥ | iCloud Drive — O X
Home Share View v @
= v /4 M > Alexander Blach *» iCloud Drive v O Search iCloud Drive P

~
7 Quick access
m Desktop ' - . '
4 Downloads | ‘_ - | @ !

Preview Numbers Pages

&= Pictures
® iCloud Drive ]
| | |
& OneDrive i e *

»
. g
[z Documents »
P
»

= This PC
Keynote Calca MindNode
& Network
| |
] " ]
Textastic ; Icon Slate Pixelmator
| | |
: |
writer| E /
iA Writer Classic Byword TextEdit v
50 items 1 item selected ==

6/131



2 Managing Files

Note To make sure Textastic’s iCloud folder appears on all your devices, first create a file in the iCloud location in
Textastic.

In rare cases, it can take a while (up to 72 hours) until the folder appears in iCloud Drive on other devices.

2.1.3 External Folders

Textastic supports adding folders stored in another app using the iOS document picker or drag-and-drop. This works
with folders stored locally on the device in another app that makes its files available in the Files app via a file provider.

It allows access to Git repositories from apps like Working Copy and to files in Dropbox, SFTP, or S3 without manually
downloading and uploading them.

You can read more about this at External Files and Folders and Git Client: Working Copy.

2.1.4 Open Files and Folders in the Files App

Open the context menu of any file, folder, or location and choose Show in Files App to open the item in the Files app.

a iphone.html
9.1KB
Open with Encoding... @&
a mac.hi
2% OpeninNew Window 88
a robots
23 bytes Quick Look @
favicor
o) 247k Rename Al
Duplicate
Move 5
Copy to... £
Delete Ty
Share ™M
Export 4
Create ZIP File H
( Show in Files App E?J

Copy Path @

+ S @ {5
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2 Managing Files

2.2 Adding New Files, Folders, and Images

2.2.1 Creating Files and Folders

To create a new file or folder, you first need to navigate to the directory in which you want to create it. This can be
a folder in “Local Files”, “iCloud” or in an external folder (see Local Files, iCloud, External Folders).

Then tap on the + button in the bottom toolbar.

Back textasticapp.com Edit
Q  Find Name A
{1 images
8 is
@ favicon.ico

24.7 KB 112/22, 7:02PM
[E humans.txt

413 bytes 112/22, 7:02PM
[}J index.html

9.1KB 1/3/23, 7:30 PM
[E iphone.html

9.1KB 1/20/22, 12:23 AM
[E mac.html

8.3 KB 1112/22, 7:02PM
@ privacy.html

4.2 KB 112/22, 7:02PM
a robots.txt

23 bytes 112/22, 7:02PM
[E screen.css

15.7 KB 1112/22, 7:02PM

O

O © &

Cancel

File or Folder

File Folder Import

Filename

Extension

Location Local Files/textasticapp.c

Template

Create

Markdown (.md) ¢

Character Encoding Unicode (UTF-8

ual.

and Dropbox clients

shell scripts and a lot more

make it easy to type characters

of tabs)

Git repositories from the Git client app Working Copy can be opened as external folders in

Line Endings
| 2« A WED pPIEVIEW 11Ul NIk dalu rial Ruuwil 1 Lwes
33 | % Mail HTML and Markdown files
34 | x Split View and Slide Over multitasking on iPad
35 | x
Textastic
36 | * Emmet support
37 | * JavaScript console

«

Narl MA

B ¢

In the File or Folder dialog you can select whether you want to add a File or a Folder, or whether to Import files from
the Files app, or images from the photo library.

Filename

Enter the name of the file you want to create. By default, Textastic will suggest an unused file name with the last
file extension you selected, e.g. “Untitled.md” or “Untitled 2.md”.
You can either enter the file name including a file extension (e.g. “index.html”) or alternatively select the file exten-
sion in the field below.

Extension

Select the file extension from a menu.
If you entered a file extension in the Filename field above, the extension will be automatically selected based on
the entered file extension.
You can select from a list of extensions for quick access (md, txt, html, css, js) or use the “Other” submenu to show
a list of the file extensions defined by all syntax defintions. There’s also a submenu with recently used file exten-

sions.

The file extension menu can be configured in Settings » New File.

Note If you want to create a file without a file extension (like “TREADME”), select “None” in the file extension

menu.
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2 Managing Files

Folder Name
Enter the name of the folder you want to create.

Location
Here you can choose the location where you want to create the new file or folder.

Template
Optionally choose a template to use when creating a new file.
There are built-in templates for HTML and XML files. You can also add your own (see Section 7.1.4).

Character Encoding
Select the text encoding of the new file. The default is UTF-8.
Line Endings
You can choose Unix (LF), Windows (CRLF), or Mac (CR) line endings when creating new files. The default is Unix
(LF).
Please note that Mac (CR) line endings are uncommon: use Unix (LF) for files intended for modern macOS.

Character encodings and line endings you choose here are remembered for the next time you want to create a file, so
you typically only need to set that once. UTF-8 and Unix line endings are a good choice for most.

Important If you create a file, make sure to enter a Filename including the file extension, since the extension is used to
determine the correct syntax definition. If you choose a template, Textastic automatically adds the correct file extension
to the file name.

Tap Create to create the file or folder.

2.2.2 Importing Files and Images

Cancel File or Folder

File Folder Import

Location Local Files/textasticapp.com

£ Import Files

sl Import Images

In the “File or Folder” dialog, switch to Import.

Tap Import Files to import files from the Files app. Imported files are not opened in place, but rather copied to
the location specified in the dialog.

Tap Import Images to import images from the photo library in the Photos app.

Hint If you want to open files in place instead of importing/copying them to an existing folder, have a look at External
Files and Folders.
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2 Managing Files

2.2.3 Add Button Context Menu

Import Images Ga)
Import Files )
New Folder 5
New File [

S ® >

Alternatively, tap and hold the + button to show its context menu and directly add files or folders or import files or
images.

2.2.4 Creating External Files
To create a new file in a location outside of Local Files, iCloud or external folders, use the command Create External File...

(see Local Files, iCloud, External Folders). This shows the same options as seen in the screenshot above, but allows you
to pick any location in the Files app.

2.2.5 Importing Images using Drag and Drop

On iPad you can also use drag and drop to import images from the Photos app into Textastic.

2.3 Sorting File Lists

{ Back textasticapp.com Edit B o

Q fin =

; Sort by: a
) images
v Name ~ @
5 s
. 0
. . Extension
@ favicon.ico
24.7 KB 5/2 p
Date
B humans.txt
413 bytes 101 . e
. Size
['_m‘ index.html e
9.2 KB 3/19/23, 11:18 AM 11 | * Tapping the
[E iphone.html 12 | * Adding fold
9.0 KB 2/27/23, 6:57 PM 13 | x By using "0

Tap on the button next to the search field on the top of the file list to change the sort order of file lists (default is By
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2 Managing Files

Name). You can sort by name, file extension, date, and size.

A small arrow on the right side of the button label indicates the sort order. To toggle the order between ascending and
descending, tap on the button again and select the same sort criteria. For example, if you select Sort by: Name for
the first time, the file list will be sorted in ascending order. When you then select it again, it will be sorted in
descending order.

2.4 Finding Files by Name

Use the fuzzy search for file names to find and open a file by typing characters that are in the name of the file or path.
This searches the current folder and its subfolders.

ABCodeEditor O © oo Q = @® ®
Filename Content ABScopedLine.h X ABScopeTree.h S
Q, abs| Cancel ]_1 /7
( pl 2| // ABScopeTree.h
3 |// ABCodeEditor
ABSyntaxParser.h aly//
/CodeEditor/Sources/CodeEditor/Highlighter/ 51|// Created by Alexander Blach on 23.07.11.
6 | // Copyright 2011 Alexander Blach. All rights reserved.
ABSyntaxParser.m 717/
/CodeEditor/Sources/CodeEditor/Highlighter/ 8

9 | #import <Foundation/Foundation.h>

ABScopeTree.h 10

[CodeEditor/Sources/CodeEditor/Highlighter/ 11 | #import "SyntaxDefinitions/ABSyntaxDefinition.h"
12 | #import "CodeCompletion/ABCodeCompletion.h"

ABScopeTree.m 13

[/CodeEditor/Sources/CodeEditor/Highlighter/ 14 | @interface ABScopeTreeNode : NSObject

15 | = (id) initwWithParent: (ABScopeTreeNode %) parent scopePart:(NSString %) scopePart;
ABScopedLine.h 16

[CodeEditor/Sources/CodeEditor/Highlighter/ 17 | @property (nonatomic, readonly, weak) ABScopeTreeNode xparent;

18 | @property (nonatomic, readonly, strong) NSArray xscope;
ABScopedLine.m 19 | @property (nonatomic, readonly, strong) ABSyntaxSymbolListPreference
/CodeEditor/Sources/CodeEditor/Highlighter/ xsymbolListPreference;

20 | @property (nonatomic, readonly, strong) NSArray xcodeCompletionContexts;
ABSwipeButton.h 21

[CodeEditor/Sources/CodeEditor/i0S/Keyboard/ 22 | - (ABScopeTreeNode *) subnodeWithScopePart: (NSString %) scopePart;
23
ABSwipeButton.m 24 | = (NSDictionary *) attributedStringAttributesWithThemeAttributes: (ABSyntaxThemeAttributes
/CodeEditor/Sources/CodeEditor/i0S/Keyboard/ x) themeAttributes;
25
ABScopeSelector.h 26 | — (void) clearAttributedStringAttributes;
/CodeEditor/Sources/CodeEditor/Highlighter/ 27
28 | — (BOOL) hasParent: (ABScopeTreeNode *) parentNode;
ABScopeSelector.m 29 | - (BOOL) isEqualToOrHasParent: (ABScopeTreeNode *) parentNode;
/CodeEditor/Sources/CodeEditor/Highlighter/ 30
31 | — (NSString *) scopeString;
ABSvntaxPreferences.h 32
33 | - (BOOL) isHTML; 0
e ’
— ® @3’ 34 | - (BOOL) isMarkdown; o
35 | @end

A sophisticated scoring algorithm orders the search results, so you'll find the most likely match on the top of the list.
Consecutive character matches, acronyms, and matching file extensions get a higher score.

If you are looking for a file named ABSyntaxParser.h, try searching for the acronym “absp” or for “sp.h” and it will
most likely appear at the top of the list.

2.5 Find in Files

You can search the contents of all text files in the current folder and its subfolders for matching text or regular expres-
sions.

Tap the search field above a file listing and change the search mode from Filename to Content.
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2 Managing Files

textasticapp.com

Filename [ Content ] -{‘é}
Cy rrext Cancel

3 images
5 is

@ favicon.ico
24.7 KB 5/27/16, 3:39 PM
[‘_m‘ humans.txt
413 bytes 10/12/11, 6:52 PM
a index.html
9.2 KB 3/19/23, 11:18 AM
See also

You can also search and replace in the currently active file.

2.5.1 Settings

Tap the Search Settings button (“gear” icon) to open the file content search settings screen.

Filename Content {:@}

Q rfext Cancel

Here you can choose whether to match text or a regular expression. You can also specify whether the search should be
case sensitive, diacritic sensitive, and whether to search for whole words only:
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2 Managing Files

¢ Back Search File Content

MATCH

ab Text v

.* Regular Expression

OPTIONS

Aa Case Sensitive
oo Diacritic Sensitive

ab  Whole Words

Text
Search for a simple text string. You can also search for “\n” or “\r” to find newline characters and “\t” to find tab
characters. Enter “\\” to search for a backslash.

Regular Expression
Enable regular expression search. Textastic uses the ICU regular expression syntax.

Case Sensitive
By default, search is case-insensitive. Enable this setting to make search case sensitive and only find instances with
matching case.

Diacritic Sensitive

By default, search ignores diacritic marks: for example, ‘6’ is equal to ‘0" and ‘¢’ is equal to ‘e’. Enable this setting to
only find letters with matching diacritic marks.

Note this setting is not shown when using regular expression search. Regular expression search is always diacritic
sensitive.

Whole Words
If you enable this setting, the search will only find whole words. For example, a search for “word” will find “word”
but not “wording” or “password”.

2.5.2 Performing the Search

Enter your search term in the search text field and start the search by pressing the Return key.
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2 Managing Files

Filename

Q. <h(\d)>*</h\1>

textasticapp.com

Content {:}

Cancel

Found 29 matches in 4 files. Searched 19 files

5
B

49:
52:
56:
61:

80:

102:

112:

N

119:

48:

51:

index.html >

8 matches

iphone.html

8 matches

<h2>Versatile</h2>
<h2>Speedy</h2>

<h2>Touch &amp; Type</h2>
<h2>Connective</h2>

<h2>What others say about the i..
<h2>Latest Posts from @Textast..
<h2>0ther Apps</h2>

<h2>Contact</h2>

mac.html
8 matches

<h2>Versatile</h2>

<h2>Fast</h2>

5 ® <

O &= oo Q = O ©

index.html X iphone.html

<div id="available">
<a href="https://apps.apple.com/us/app/textastic-code-editor/id1049254261?
ct=textasticapp.com&amp;pt=15967&amp;mt=8" target="_blank" title="Download
Textastic on the App Store" class="link_button"><div
id="appstore_iphone_link"></div></a>
</div>

<div id="features" class="iphone">
<div id="feature_icons"><img src="images/feature_icons.png" srcset="images/
feature_icons@2x.png 2x" alt="Feature icons" width="81" height="510" /></
div>
<digyid="feature_1">
%2>Versatile</h 2
Syntax highlighting f® <a href="v9/manual/viewing_editing_files/
file_types.html">more than 80 different</a> types of files: HTML, XML,
Objective-C, C++, PHP, Perl, Python, SQL, JavaScript, CSS, Tex, shell
scripts, and many more. You can even <a href="v9/manual/customization/
custom_syntax_themes_templates.html">use your own</a> TextMate- and Sublime
Text-compatible syntax definitions.</div>
<div id="feature_2">
<h2>Speedy</h2>
Textastic's code editor is quick and responsive and takes full advantage of
the iPhone. The text editor is written from the ground up using native
i0S APIs like Core Text.
</div>
<div id="feature_3">
<h2>Touch &amp; Type</h2>
<b>Additional keys</b> above the virtual keyboard make it easy to enter
code. Use <b>swipe gestures to quickly move the cursor</b>. <b>Code
completion</b> for HTML and CSS.
External keyboards are fully supported.

</div>
<div id="feature_4">
<h2>Connective</h2>

Connect to <strong>FTP, SFTP</strong> and <strong>WebDAV</strong> servers
or to your <strong>Dropbox</strong> or <strong>Google Drive</strong>
account, use the built—in <strong>WebDAV server</strong> to easily

After a folder search you will see the search results grouped by file and ordered by filename. Matches found in files in
the current folder are shown before search results in subfolders.

2.5.3 Navigating Search Results

Tap a search result to open the file and jump to the search result.

As soon as the search is finished, you can collapse and expand the search results by tapping on a file name.

Use the context menu to expand or collapse all search results:
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2 Managing Files

textasticapp.com B ¢
Filename Content {§}
42
Q. <h(\d)>*</h\1> Cancel 43
Found 29 matches in 4 files. Searched 19 files.
B index.html >
8 matches e
a iphone.html P
8 matches
L0 e clasVUawmnad+aTlarsllana
N
Collapse All 48
49
Expand All v 50
0. SI1£L-Z2 1Uucn Ui‘llllp,' lypb"\IHL?
61: <h2>Connective</h2>
8@: <h2>What others say about the i.. - e

Note Searching multiple files works in Local Files, iCloud and external folders (such as other folders in iCloud Drive or
Git repositories in Working Copy).

2.5.4 Applying the Same Search Term and Settings to Single File Search

7

If you try to search in the currently active file while a search in multiple files is active, Textastic adds a Search for “..."
button to the search text field.

Tap this button to quickly use the same search term and search settings in the single file search as in the multiple file
search:

textasticapp.com oo Q = @® ©
Filename Content §o ) index.html x Find Replace {é‘)}
O <h(\d)>*</h\i o 42 <div id="available">
BRI > iy ."l RS forprpit spen | Search for "<h(\d)>.*</h\1>”]
Found 29 matches in 4 files. Searched 19 files Ct:teXta.Stlcapp'com&amp;pt:15967&ampim - ]
Textastic on the App Store" class="link_button"><div
-~ index.html . id="appstore_iphone_link"></div></a>
) 8 matches ’ 44 </div>
( iph html b
j :spmggi; L v 46 <div id="features" class="iphone">
B 47 <div id="feature_icons"><img src="images/feature_icons.png" srcset="images/
49: <h2>Versatile</h2> t?ature_icons@Zx.png 2x" alt="Feature icons" width="81" height="510" /></

2.6 Moving, Copying, and Renaming Files and Folders

The Edit button above file lists allows you to move, copy, delete, share, and rename local files and folders. Tap on
the button to switch to edit mode:
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2 Managing Files

{ Back textasticapp.com Edit

Q. Find

[ images
s
@ favicon.ico

24.7 KB

B index.html
9.2 KB

iphone.html
9.0 KB

mac.html
8.2 KB

screen.css
16.8 KB

I I

Name ~

5/27/16, 3:39PM

3/19/23, 11:118 AM

2/27/23, 6:57PM

2/27/23, 6:57PM

2/27/23, 6:37 PM

You can select files and folders by tapping on them.

16/131



2 Managing Files

{ Back textasticapp.com Done

Q. Find Name A

[ images
= is

@ favicon.ico
24.7 KB 5/27/16, 3:39 PM
o B index.html
9.2 KB 3/19/23, 11:18 AM
o B iphone.html
9.0 KB 2/27/23, 6:57 PM
o B mac.html
8.2 KB 2/27/23, 6:57 PM
a screen.css
16.8 KB 2/27/23, 6:37 PM

(O =)

Using the buttons on the bottom you can then Share, Rename, Move, and Delete the selected files and folders.

Tap on the More button to show the following additional actions: Duplicate, Copy To..., Export, and Create ZIP File:
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2 Managing Files

@ favicon.ico
24.7 KB 5/27/16, 3:39 PM
o B index.html
9.2 KB 3/19/23, 11:18 AM
o a iphone.html
9.0 KB 2/27/23, 6:57 PM
o a mac.html
8.2 KB 2/27/23, 6:57 PM
[B screen.css
16.8 KB 2/27/23, 6:37 PM
3 ltems
Duplicate
Copy to... Es
Export J

Create ZIP File

(h B W

Those buttons and actions become active as soon as at least one file is selected. Rename and Duplicate are only available
when exactly one file or folder is selected.

2.6.1 Moving Files

If you tap on the Move button, Textastic will bring up a list of your folders. Choose the folder where you want to move
the selected files or folders.
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< Back Select Folder

) Local Files v
[ #Textastic >
[ ScreenshotData >

5 logs >
= projects

3 ssh

[ textasticapp.com v
3 images

B is

¢ iCloud >

Repositories v
[ Textastic >
[ WeatherStatus >
= cpython >
(5 three.js >

debianvm1 >

] Documents

Move
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2 Managing Files

You can expand folders by tapping on them.

Once the target folder is selected, tap on the Move button in the lower right corner.
2.6.2 Renaming and Copying Files

Tap the buttons in the bottom toolbar to Rename or Duplicate a single file or folder.

After you choose to duplicate or rename a file or folder, Textastic will ask you for a new name.

Cancel Rename File Done

NEW FILENAME

index.html

Use the Copy To... command to copy multiple files or folders to another folder.

2.6.3 Drag and Drop Files

You can also use drag and drop to move files and folders to another folder within Textastic: drag files with one finger
and use another finger to navigate into directories.

On iPad, you can also drag files and folders from other apps into a file list in Textastic to copy them.

Dragging Multiple Files

¢ Touch and hold the first file or folder, drag it slightly, and continue holding it.

¢ While still holding the first item, tap additional files with another finger. A badge indicates the number of selected
items.

* Drag all of the items together.

2.7 Recently Opened Files

You can show a list of recently opened files by tapping on the Recent Files button.
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2 Managing Files
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Use the Clear List button to remove all files from the list or swipe on an entry in the list to the left to delete only one of

the files from the list.
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3 Connecting to Remote Servers

3 Connecting to Remote Servers

3.1 Remote File Transfer Screen

Tap on the File Transfer (two arrows) button in the bottom toolbar to open the File Transfer screen.

{ Back textasticapp.com Edit

Q Find Name ~

] images
£ s

@ favicon.ico

24.7 KB 5/27/16, 3:39 PM
B index.html

9.9 KB 10/27/23, 2:23PM
[—_m‘ iphone.html

9.0 KB 2/27/23, 6:57 PM
[E mac.html

8.2 KB 2/27/23, 6:57 PM
a robots.txt

23 bytes 8/7/19, 11:07 AM
B screen.css

23.0 KB 10/25/23, 6:11PM

+ B o0 @

You can use it to download files from remote servers and services and to upload files.

3.1.1 Local Files on the Left, Remote Files on the Right

Inside the File Transfer screen, you'll see two panes: your local files on the left, and remote connections and files on
the right.
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3 Connecting to Remote Servers
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On the left side, you can navigate to any folder in Local Files, iCloud or external folders.

On the right side, you can create connections to SFTP, FTPS, FTP, and WebDAYV servers and to Dropbox accounts. By
tapping on a connection, you can connect to the remote server or service and navigate to any folder within it.

3.2 SFTP, FTPS, and FTP connections

3.2.1 Add an (S)FTP Connection

After opening the File Transfer screen, tap the + button and choose (S)FTP to add a new connection.
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3 Connecting to Remote Servers
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