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1 Introduction

Welcome to the documentation of Textastic, the powerful and fast code editor for iPad and iPhone.
Textastic supports syntax highlighting of over 80 programming and markup languages, remote connections (including
(S)FTP, Dropbox, WebDAV, and SSH), search and replace (supporting regular expressions), web preview (including
Markdown preview and a JavaScript console) and many more features to make coding on iOS easy and comfortable.
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2 Managing Files

2.1 Local Files, iCloud, External Folders

Textastic offers two default locations where you can store files: Local Files and iCloud. You can also add external folders
using the Add External Folder… command (iPhone and iPad) or by drag-and-drop (iPad only).
All these locations can be used to download and upload files in the Remote File Transfer Screen.
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2.1.1 Local Files

Files saved here are stored locally on your device. They are not automatically synced to any cloud service.
Local files can also be accessed from the Files app under On My iPad or On My iPhone, in the Textastic folder.

Note Regular backups are recommended for important files stored in Local Files. Deleted local files may not be recov-
erable.

2.1.2 iCloud

Files saved here are stored in Textastic’s iCloud Drive container. Changes you make in this folder are automatically
synced to your other iOS, iPadOS, macOS, and Windows devices that are logged in to the same iCloud account.
You can find this folder in the Files app on iOS and iPadOS, in Finder on macOS, and in Explorer on Windows:

2 Managing Files

 5/131



2 Managing Files

 6/131



Note To make sure Textastic’s iCloud folder appears on all your devices, first create a file in the iCloud location in
Textastic.
In rare cases, it can take a while (up to 72 hours) until the folder appears in iCloud Drive on other devices.

2.1.3 External Folders

Textastic supports adding folders stored in another app using the iOS document picker or drag-and-drop. This works
with folders stored locally on the device in another app that makes its files available in the Files app via a file provider.
It allows access to Git repositories from apps like Working Copy and to files in Dropbox, SFTP, or S3 without manually
downloading and uploading them.
You can read more about this at External Files and Folders and Git Client: Working Copy.

2.1.4 Open Files and Folders in the Files App

Open the context menu of any file, folder, or location and choose Show in Files App to open the item in the Files app.

2 Managing Files
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2.2 Adding New Files, Folders, and Images

2.2.1 Creating Files and Folders

To create a new file or folder, you first need to navigate to the directory in which you want to create it. This can be
a folder in “Local Files”, “iCloud” or in an external folder (see Local Files, iCloud, External Folders).
Then tap on the + button in the bottom toolbar.

In the File or Folder dialog you can select whether you want to add a File or a Folder, or whether to Import files from
the Files app, or images from the photo library.
Filename

Enter the name of the file you want to create. By default, Textastic will suggest an unused file name with the last
file extension you selected, e.g. “Untitled.md” or “Untitled 2.md”.
You can either enter the file name including a file extension (e.g. “index.html”) or alternatively select the file exten-
sion in the field below.

Extension
Select the file extension from a menu.
If you entered a file extension in the Filename field above, the extension will be automatically selected based on
the entered file extension.
You can select from a list of extensions for quick access (md, txt, html, css, js) or use the “Other” submenu to show
a list of the file extensions defined by all syntax defintions. There’s also a submenu with recently used file exten-
sions.
The file extension menu can be configured in Settings ‣ New File.

Note If you want to create a file without a file extension (like “README”), select “None” in the file extension
menu.

2 Managing Files
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Folder Name
Enter the name of the folder you want to create.

Location
Here you can choose the location where you want to create the new file or folder.

Template
Optionally choose a template to use when creating a new file.
There are built-in templates for HTML and XML files. You can also add your own (see Section 7.1.4).

Character Encoding
Select the text encoding of the new file. The default is UTF-8.

Line Endings
You can choose Unix (LF), Windows (CRLF), or Mac (CR) line endings when creating new files. The default is Unix
(LF).
Please note that Mac (CR) line endings are uncommon: use Unix (LF) for files intended for modern macOS.

Character encodings and line endings you choose here are remembered for the next time you want to create a file, so
you typically only need to set that once. UTF-8 and Unix line endings are a good choice for most.

Important If you create a file, make sure to enter a Filename including the file extension, since the extension is used to
determine the correct syntax definition. If you choose a template, Textastic automatically adds the correct file extension
to the file name.

Tap Create to create the file or folder.

2.2.2 Importing Files and Images

In the “File or Folder” dialog, switch to Import.
Tap Import Files to import files from the Files app. Imported files are not opened in place, but rather copied to
the location specified in the dialog.
Tap Import Images to import images from the photo library in the Photos app.

Hint If you want to open files in place instead of importing/copying them to an existing folder, have a look at External
Files and Folders.
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2.2.3 Add Button Context Menu

Alternatively, tap and hold the + button to show its context menu and directly add files or folders or import files or
images.

2.2.4 Creating External Files

To create a new file in a location outside of Local Files, iCloud or external folders, use the command Create External File…
(see Local Files, iCloud, External Folders). This shows the same options as seen in the screenshot above, but allows you
to pick any location in the Files app.

2.2.5 Importing Images using Drag and Drop

On iPad you can also use drag and drop to import images from the Photos app into Textastic.

2.3 Sorting File Lists

Tap on the button next to the search field on the top of the file list to change the sort order of file lists (default is By
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Name). You can sort by name, file extension, date, and size.
A small arrow on the right side of the button label indicates the sort order. To toggle the order between ascending and
descending, tap on the button again and select the same sort criteria. For example, if you select Sort by: Name for
the first time, the file list will be sorted in ascending order. When you then select it again, it will be sorted in
descending order.

2.4 Finding Files by Name

Use the fuzzy search for file names to find and open a file by typing characters that are in the name of the file or path.
This searches the current folder and its subfolders.

A sophisticated scoring algorithm orders the search results, so you’ll find the most likely match on the top of the list.
Consecutive character matches, acronyms, and matching file extensions get a higher score.
If you are looking for a file named ABSyntaxParser.h, try searching for the acronym “absp” or for “sp.h” and it will
most likely appear at the top of the list.

2.5 Find in Files

You can search the contents of all text files in the current folder and its subfolders for matching text or regular expres-
sions.
Tap the search field above a file listing and change the search mode from Filename to Content.

2 Managing Files
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See also

You can also search and replace in the currently active file.

2.5.1 Settings

Tap the Search Settings button (“gear” icon) to open the file content search settings screen.

Here you can choose whether to match text or a regular expression. You can also specify whether the search should be
case sensitive, diacritic sensitive, and whether to search for whole words only:

2 Managing Files
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Text
Search for a simple text string. You can also search for “\n” or “\r” to find newline characters and “\t” to find tab
characters. Enter “\\” to search for a backslash.

Regular Expression
Enable regular expression search. Textastic uses the ICU regular expression syntax.

Case Sensitive
By default, search is case-insensitive. Enable this setting to make search case sensitive and only find instances with
matching case.

Diacritic Sensitive
By default, search ignores diacritic marks: for example, ‘ö’ is equal to ‘o’ and ‘é’ is equal to ‘e’. Enable this setting to
only find letters with matching diacritic marks.

Note this setting is not shown when using regular expression search. Regular expression search is always diacritic
sensitive.

Whole Words
If you enable this setting, the search will only find whole words. For example, a search for “word” will find “word”
but not “wording” or “password”.

2.5.2 Performing the Search

Enter your search term in the search text field and start the search by pressing the Return key.
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After a folder search you will see the search results grouped by file and ordered by filename. Matches found in files in
the current folder are shown before search results in subfolders.

2.5.3 Navigating Search Results

Tap a search result to open the file and jump to the search result.
As soon as the search is finished, you can collapse and expand the search results by tapping on a file name.
Use the context menu to expand or collapse all search results:
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Note Searching multiple files works in Local Files, iCloud and external folders (such as other folders in iCloud Drive or
Git repositories in Working Copy).

2.5.4 Applying the Same Search Term and Settings to Single File Search

If you try to search in the currently active file while a search in multiple files is active, Textastic adds a Search for “…”
button to the search text field.
Tap this button to quickly use the same search term and search settings in the single file search as in the multiple file
search:

2.6 Moving, Copying, and Renaming Files and Folders

The Edit button above file lists allows you to move, copy, delete, share, and rename local files and folders. Tap on
the button to switch to edit mode:
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You can select files and folders by tapping on them.
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Using the buttons on the bottom you can then Share, Rename, Move, and Delete the selected files and folders.
Tap on the More button to show the following additional actions: Duplicate, Copy To…, Export, and Create ZIP File:
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Those buttons and actions become active as soon as at least one file is selected. Rename and Duplicate are only available
when exactly one file or folder is selected.

2.6.1 Moving Files

If you tap on the Move button, Textastic will bring up a list of your folders. Choose the folder where you want to move
the selected files or folders.
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You can expand folders by tapping on them.
Once the target folder is selected, tap on the Move button in the lower right corner.

2.6.2 Renaming and Copying Files

Tap the buttons in the bottom toolbar to Rename or Duplicate a single file or folder.
After you choose to duplicate or rename a file or folder, Textastic will ask you for a new name.

Use the Copy To… command to copy multiple files or folders to another folder.

2.6.3 Drag and Drop Files

You can also use drag and drop to move files and folders to another folder within Textastic: drag files with one finger
and use another finger to navigate into directories.
On iPad, you can also drag files and folders from other apps into a file list in Textastic to copy them.
Dragging Multiple Files

• Touch and hold the first file or folder, drag it slightly, and continue holding it.
• While still holding the first item, tap additional files with another finger. A badge indicates the number of selected

items.
• Drag all of the items together.

2.7 Recently Opened Files

You can show a list of recently opened files by tapping on the Recent Files button.
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Use the Clear List button to remove all files from the list or swipe on an entry in the list to the left to delete only one of
the files from the list.
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3 Connecting to Remote Servers

3.1 Remote File Transfer Screen

Tap on the File Transfer (two arrows) button in the bottom toolbar to open the File Transfer screen.

You can use it to download files from remote servers and services and to upload files.

3.1.1 Local Files on the Left, Remote Files on the Right

Inside the File Transfer screen, you’ll see two panes: your local files on the left, and remote connections and files on
the right.
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On the left side, you can navigate to any folder in Local Files, iCloud or external folders.
On the right side, you can create connections to SFTP, FTPS, FTP, and WebDAV servers and to Dropbox accounts. By
tapping on a connection, you can connect to the remote server or service and navigate to any folder within it.

3.2 SFTP, FTPS, and FTP connections

3.2.1 Add an (S)FTP Connection

After opening the File Transfer screen, tap the + button and choose (S)FTP to add a new connection.
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